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FOREWARD. 

 
I have written this book for two reasons. 

 

 The first, the obvious one, mentioned in the preface, is to leave some coherent record of 

our history for my descendants. 

 
 The second reason is the need to correct some erroneous statements concerning the 

Closeburn family history made by writers who obviously have not had access to family records 

which I refer to in these pages. 

 

 I had written the major portion of this book and included an early chapter dealing with 

this matter, when I found a long article entitled "The Early Kirkpatricks" published in July, 
1953, which demanded a much fuller reply. 

 

 I then decided it was best to allow this history to stand as already reproduced; to 

complete it and to reserve a fuller comment and criticism for the end of this book, as an 

Addendum and Appendix VIII. 
 

 The history left without the above introductory notes, thus contains some allusions to 

matters, which later form the subject of comment, so requiring some mention here. 

 

Briefly these are:- 

1. The fundamental errors made in the report of the Historical M.S.S. Commission for 
Scotland, 1881, Vol. XV regarding the Closeburn Kirkpatricks, where it was stated that:- 

(a)  The Kirkpatrick traditions have connected this family with Nithsdale at an earlier date than 

is warranted by Charter evidence. 

(b)  All the Closeburn Charters were lost in the fire of 1748. 

2.  Articles written thereafter have stated that the claim of the Closeburn Kirkpatricks to be the 
main line of the family is wrong. 

 

That there was a senior branch of Kirkpatricks in Annandale, which died out at the close of the 

15th Century, whereupon the Closeburn Kirkpatricks adopted the traditions and motto which 

rightly belonged to the extinct senior stem of the Kirkpatrick family. 

 
 These statements, amounting to a negation of the traditions and history of the 

Kirkpatricks of Closeburn as maintained by the family, and set fourth in this book, cannot be 

left unchallenged or unexplained and I have been at some pains to discover the origin of these 

misrepresentations. 

 
 Bearing this in mind, the reader will, I think, read, with the more interest, the story as 

it unfolds, and make his own judgement thereon. 
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PREFACE 

 
 I have always been much interested in our family history, but, until I retired from the 

army in 1935, I had not the leisure to devote to its study. 

 

 I now find myself left as the sole male representative, of my generation of the branch of 

the Closeburn family descended from my great grandfather Sir James Kirkpatrick, the 4th 
Baronet of Closeburn, Dumfriesshire. 

 

 Consequently I have come into possession of, or have had access to, a considerable 

number of important family documents which have remained uncollated, while the history of 

Closeburn has not been written up in this family since 1858. The present head of the family is 

Sir James Kirkpatrick, the 10th Baronet, who is resident in Kenya. 
 

 I have felt it my duty therefore to try and bring the history up to date, by referring to 

these and other available records in this country, for the benefit of my children and 

grandchildren, who have a long line of ancestors to be proud of, because of their unfailing 

loyalty to King and Country through the centuries. 
 

 That story needs to be told, and to do so, I must first explain the relationships of our 

branch of Closeburn. 

 

 My great grandfather, Sir James Kirkpatrick the 4th Baronet, who died in 1804 had two 

sons. The oldest Thomas, succeeded his father as 5th Baronet, becoming Sheriff of Dumfries. 
 

 The second son, Roger, Collector of Cess for the county of Dumfries, was my 

grandfather. 

 

 He married Lilias, daughter of Robert Anderson of Stroquham. By her he had four sons 
and two daughters. 

 

 The eldest son, James, my father, became Deputy Surgeon General in the Honourable 

East India Company's Service, and he died in 1890. 

 

 My mother was Margaret Proctor, daughter of William Proctor of Co. Kilkenny, Ireland 
and Drooge Vlei, South Africa; Formerly Lietenant in H.M. 21st Light Dragoons. 

 

 My parents had five sons and five daughters, I alone survive as youngest of that family. 

 

 Only one of my father's three brothers married, Roger, whose wife was Isabella 
Kirkpatrick of the Isle of Wight branch. 

 

 They had three sons and two daughters and all of these died unmarried. 

 

 Isabella Kirkpatrick's father and mother were curiously enough, both Kirkpatricks. 

 
 Her father, Joseph Kirkpatrick of St. Cross, Isle of Wight, was descended from a 

younger son of the 1st Baronet. 

 

 Her mother, Maria Manuela Kirkpatrick of the Conheath branch of Kirkpatricks. The 

latter married the Conte de Teba and Montijo, and was mother of the Empress Eugenie of 
France, married to Napoleon III. (This is the second, and later, connection of the Empress with 

our family.) 
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